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Sevika from U.K. pays her Homage

We were all very sad to hear the news about Vandaneeya
Tai Apte. It was a sad day for many sevikas outside Bharat
as it was for those sevikas close to Vandaneeya Taiji. A
number of us from UK who had met her were fortunate
enough to experience her greatness. Underneath the simple
exterior she was a very special person. We know how she
worked with Van. Mausiji to take forward Samiti in its early
years.

On my visit to her house in ‘Pune’ she received me as
her daughter. I shall never forget my brief meeting with this
noble lady. When she sent Rakhis to me which she had made
herself, during Rakshabandhan, I was astonished to know that
a leader of over a million sevikas sat there and prepared
these rakhis herself. I felt her love entwined in those threads
which she had carefully tied. She was one of a kind and
we will all miss her very much. I have prepared an article
on the life of Van. Taiji. This has been distributed to all
Sangh Parivar Karyakartas. We have also organised Shok Sabhas
in all the Mandals.

Please send me more details on Van. Ushatai. Please convey
our condolences to the family of Van. Taiji and all the Karyakartis
of Samiti.

Yours Sisterly,
Raksha Kukadi.
U.K.
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Vandaneeya Tai Apte.

Tai Apte, Pramukh Sanchalika of Rashtra Sevika Samiti died
on 9/3/94. She was 84. She inherited a good heritage. Her father
was Lokmanya Tilak’s sister’s son. She had four outstanding qualities
— Extreme Love for Hindu Society, Natural tendency to help others,
Art of organising people, Quailty of working continuously.

There were discussions, important decisions were taken. It was
a vibrant centre of activities. Tai was always there to receive
people. She would not like anybody to go without taking something
eatable. It was afterall a middle class family but with a loving
heart.

RSS had to face 3 bans uptil now. At the time of first ban
Taiji used to meet people in jail, meet their families in the houses.
She could establish line of communication between people inside
the jail and outside. Insipte of the virulent propaganda against
Sangh, morale of the people had to be kept up. Under the able
guidence of Taiji, Samithi could do a lot of work. There was a
complete News Black Out. Hence there was a lot of underground
work and correct news had to reach at all places where Samitis
were working previously!

She had to hear harsh words from the angry parents. She
had the capacity to bear all this and ultimately win the people.
Whenever there were floods and famine she would go to their
rescue. She had adopted one village and tried to bring the social
transformation. '

Though Taiji was sufficiently old, her sudden death was
unexpected.

On 23 rd February 1994 Wednesday, at 5 p. m. Taiji was interviewed
by one Sunila in which Taiji expressed her feelings. She said -

“Formerly we could tell the dates of War. First world War
1914-1918. Now things have changed. We are in a continuous state
of war. War is on different levels- economic, political, cultural
etc. Western culture of unrestrained line is out to demolish our
values of life. Thinkers in America want to bring family structure
there. Onslaught of western culture must be stopped otherwise all
families will be shattered. Whole Hindu Society has to strive for
this. Especially ladies and sevikas in particular has an important
role to play in this respect.”” That only will be true Shraddhanjali
to that great woman- Taiji Apte.

SHIVRAMAJI
MADRAS
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My Revered ‘PANJY’

To be blessed with a great-grandmother is something rare.
But to be blessed with an ‘active’ great-grandmother, is a miracle
came true. Though today I am despondent and sad because she
is no more with me. I consider myself to be very lucky having
lived with her for at least the first fifteen years of my life.

My great-grandmother or ‘Panaji’ (as we used to call her) was
really a great woman. She herself never let us realise her greatness
by speaking about the respect which other people had for her.
Greatness speaks for itself, it is said. How true it is, in the context
of Panaji. We realised how much attachment people had for her
only after her death.

Though she was a national leader and pre-occupied with many
of her own things, she still found time for us. I stil can’t understand
how she could manage to do as many things as she did.

It was a pleasure to fall sick when she was around, literally
beause the way she looked after you and the care and love she
showered on you made you feel at least mentally fit.

Whatever one asked for, one could get from her, be it sympathy,
be it an advice or be it any kind of material or moral support.
Why, 1 believe one did not even need to ask her for anything.
I still remember the day when I had innocently praised a small
bag of hers, never imagining that the next day itself I would
be presented with the same bag. And not only had she given
me the bag, but she had also washed it before presenting it to
me. There are numerous such instances. She never kept anything
to herself. She distributed whatever she had- be it diaries or
shawls or whatever.

She was calm, cool and gentle throughout her life. The gentleness,
on her face remained unaltered, even after she died. As long as
I have known her, she never refused anybody or anything. She
never Jost control of herself. She never sat still and was always
pre-accupied in some task or the other. If I were to write anecdotes
about her, there wouldn't be enough space to pen them down.
There have been so many things that she has done for us. Any
way, 1 am happy for her that she lived a unique life and had
equally unique peaceful death. She set an ideal example in her
life for us to follow, and I hope that the example she set will
provide an inspiration for us to live ideally.

Bhargavi Risbud
New Delhi
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Our Vandaneeya Taiji!

Pujaniya Pramila Taiji,
Saprema Namaskar

Just now I heard about the sad demise of Vandaneeya
Taiji and at this stage I can only say that I remember that
loving and kind motherly face that greeted me at the doorstep
of her house in Poona, when I visited her in 1988. We had
a very pleasant and memorable ‘get together’ at her place
with various Samiti Adhikaris and respected Shri. Sudhirbhai
Phadke and his secretary. When Sudhirji requested me to
assist in the U.K. Veer Savarkar Project? I replied, ‘I have
little time but I shall do my best. Vandaniya Taiji literally
commanded me in her very firm but loving tone in Hindi
that I must put my heart and soul in this project and that
a lot is expected from me. To this I humbly replied J=r ans®
wrew. We had delicious refreshment and then she showed me
round the house and requested me to bless her grandchild.

When everyone was gone at her feet, I found peace and
Gratitude which gave me great inspiration for the heavy
responsibility which lay on my shoulders for Virat Hindu
Sammelan. :

She said to me we both are Saraswatis and I am giving
you this hand-knitted purse, but it should not be empty and
so I shall put some rupees in it.

The purse is made by me. Despite her age, when it was
time for me to leave she descended the stairs and walked
with me for some distance.

There is a lot that I can write but these are few words
which came to mind.

There are some photographs of Van. Taiji, Myself, Sudhirji
If you think there is time I could send them.

Saraswati Dave
England
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